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Research focus
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- Lexical borrowings and prescriptivism in French 
newspapers

- For each variable, there are at least 2 variants:
- English pure borrowing, e.g. email
- French prescribed term, e.g. courriel
- (Other variant, e.g. mail)

- Does prescriptivism affect the probability of use?
- Do topics differ in genres/audience?



Lexis Nexis: Search for data
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Lexis Nexis: Data collection
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Lexis Nexis: Example article
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Python code: Read in the files
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Python code: Read in the files
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Python code: Preprocessing
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Python code: Date issue
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Python code: Date issue
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Python code: Date issue
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Python code: Date issue

122001 janvier 2 2001-01-2



Python code: Date issue
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Python code: Assign values
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Python code: Assign values
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Python code: CSV preparations
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Python code: Check for loss
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Python code: Write output
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Excel: Read in output
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Excel: Read in output
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Excel: Read in output
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Excel: Read in output
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R code: Read in file
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R code: Text cleaning
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R code: Text cleaning
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R code: Document term matrix
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Excel: Topics

27



General – Topic 3 word cloud
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Topic differences and genre
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GAM: e-mail, 2000-2006
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GAM: e-mail and genre, 2000-2007
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Thank you!

32

4:00 PM, Saturday, November 5, 2016, Segal Room (1400-1430)
The effect of prescriptivism on the use of  localized terminology in  
French newspapers
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